


vPaper Towels

vSharpies

vWashable Markers

vBowl With Water

Tools 



Step 1:
Rip off a piece of paper towel. 

You can rip off as many pieces as you want, but 
keep in mind that each piece is going to be its 
own picture.

Fold the paper towel in half, so it looks like a 
square instead of a rectangle. 



Step 2:
On the top of the paper towel square, draw a 
picture with sharpies. It should just be the 
outline of a picture.

If you’re drawing a rainbow, just use the sharpies 
to draw the lines of the rainbow, but don’t color 
it in.

You only want an outline on the top piece of the 
paper towel because that’s what’s going to hide 
your picture and make the magic happen. 



Step 3:
Lift up the top piece you drew on. On the 
bottom inside piece of paper towel, you should 
see that the sharpie bled through and made an 
outline on that piece.

Color in the picture or add to the outline with 
more pictures.

Make sure to color this part with washable 
markers so the color will bleed through when it 
gets wet. 



Step 4:
Get a bowl of water that is big enough for the 
paper towel to float inside.

Fold the paper towel back so it’s a square, 
with just the outline picture showing on top, 
and the colored in picture hiding.

Put the paper towel in the bowl of water and 
watch how quickly it gets wet. As it does, the 
picture underneath will pop through, like 
magic!



OMG…it is magic!
How does it work? Is it magic?

When the water soaks through the paper towels, the colors from the bottom layer will 
begin to show through to the top layer, making it look like it appeared by magic!

If you’re going to do different pictures, change the water in between each picture so 
the water is clear and not full of color. 



Let’s see 
your 

masterpiece! 
J


